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MIAMI  MARCHES  ON 

The  First  Miami,  Florida,  Gender  Identity  Sym- 
posium sponsored  by  EEF  was  held  in  November, 
1970,  at  the  Koubek  Center  of  the  University  of 
Miami.  The  all-day  program  on  transsexualism  was 
attended  by  representatives  of  many  professions: 
physicians,  psychiatrists,  psychologists,  social  work- 
ers, personnel  of  various  state  agencies  and  law 
enforcement,  and  attorneys. 

Organized  by  behavioral  scientist  and  criminol- 
ogist Marie  Mehl,  Ph.D.,  the  program  included  pre- 
sentations by  Miami  psychiatrist  Stanley  R.  Dean, 
M.D.,  Visiting  Professor  at  the  University  of  Florida 
School  of  Medicine,  and  Elliot  Blackstone,  Com- 
munity Relations  Officer  of  the  Police  Department 
of  San  Francisco.  Plastic  surgeon  Ira  Dushoff,  M.D., 
founder  of  the  Gender  Identity  Association  of  Jack- 
sonville, Florida,  reported  on  the  activities  of  this 
recently  established  team.  The  difficulties  encoun- 
tered were  outlined  as  well  as  the  progress  achieved. 
Zelda  R.  Suplee  of  the  Erickson  Educational  Foun- 
dation introduced  the  film,  “/  Am  Not  This  Body,” 
the  cinema  verite  production  sponsored  by  EEF 
which  discussed  the  subject  of  transsexualism.  The 
emotional  impact  of  the  presentation  was  empha- 
sized by  the  participation  of  two  preoperative  trans- 
sexuals and  the  father  of  another. 

“GRAND  ROUNDS”  IN  SYRACUSE 

A program  on  transsexualism  took  place  in  the 
Department  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  at  the 
College  of  Medicine,  New  York  Upstate  Medical  Cen- 
ter, in  January,  1971,  at  the  invitation  of  Associate 
Professor  Howard  J.  Osofsky,  M.D.,  of  the  Family 
Life  Center,  to  the  Erickson  Educational  Foundation. 

Dr.  Anke  Ehrhardt,  co-author  with  Dr.  John  Money 
of  the  forthcoming  book  Psychosexual  Differentia- 
tion, discussed  the  problem  and  interviewed  a 
female-to-male  transsexual.  Formerly  of  Johns  Hop- 
kins Department  of  Psychohormonal  Research,  Dr. 
Ehrhardt  is  now  on  the  faculty  of  the  Children’s 
Hospital  of  the  State  University  in  Buffalo. 

Zelda  R.  Suplee  presented  the  film,  “I  Am  Not 
This  Body.”  Inasmuch  as  the  film  is  a discussion 
with  two  male-to-female  transsexuals,  Dr.  Leo  Woll- 
man,  Mrs.  Suplee  and  Pamela  Lincoln,  who  is  new 
to  the  subject  of  transsexualism,  the  audience  ob- 
tained information  and  personal  reactions  on  the 
complete  spectrum  of  the  condition. 


WORKSHOP  IN  NEW  ORLEANS 

Thirty-seven  representatives  of  the  medical,  sur- 
gical, psychiatric  and  psychological  disciplines  at- 
tended a University  of  Minnesota  and  Erickson  Edu- 
cational Foundation-sponsored  invitational  sympo- 
sium in  January,  1971,  to  exchange  information  on 
transsexualism.  Areas  represented  were  Baltimore, 
Florida,  California,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Canada  and 
Mexico. 

According  to  a spokesman,  there  was  a general 
meeting  of  the  minds  among  the  surgeons  as  a 
group  and  the  psychiatrists  as  a group,  and  there 
was  a convergence  of  understanding  in  the  psy- 
chological and  psychiatric  aspects  of  diagnosis, 
prognosis  and  treatment. 

The  general  tone  with  regard  to  surgery  is  still  a 
cautious  one — and  the  emphasis  is  more  on  the 
long-term  outlook  that  the  outcome  is  successful 
rather  than  to  rush  into  operation. 

However,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  being 
refused  sex  reassignment  by  a research  team  does 
not  mean  that  one  won’t  be  successful  elsewhere. 
One  must  bear  in  mind  that  a university  program 
is  basically  a research  project  and  the  screening 
out  of  applicants  is  tremendous,  eliminating  the 
largest  number  of  them. 

It  was  emphasized  that  a major  issue  is  ‘‘the 
need  for  patients  to  agree  to  follow-up.  It  is  not 
playing  fair  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to  ignore 
this  phase.  This  hinders  the  progress  of  the  whole 
effort  in  this  country.”  Everyone  agreed  that  the 
biggest  single  impediment  is  the  problem  of  meet- 
ing the  costs  of  the  operation. 

MISSOURI  MEETING  ON  SEX  AND  GENDER 

‘‘Sex  and  Gender  Deviations  in  Adolescents”  was 

the  subject  of  the  November,  1970,  meeting  spon- 
sored by  the  University  Medical  Center  in  Colum- 
bia, Missouri,  Division  of  Mental  Health,  and  the 
Mid-Missouri  Mental  Health  Center.  Leading  experts 
in  the  field  of  transsexualism  directed  a thorough 
consideration  of  the  problem  in  all  its  aspects.  The 
panel  included  Drs.  Robert  Stoller,  Richard  Green 
and  Lawrence  Newman  of  the  UCLA  Gender  Identity 
Clinic,  Dr.  Mel  Grumback,  Chairman,  Department 
of  Pediatrics,  University  of  California,  San  Francisco, 
and  EEF  Board  Member  Dr.  John  Money,  Associate 
Professor  of  Medical  Psychology  and  Pediatrics  at 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.  Dr.  Marie  Mehl  attended 
for  the  Erickson  Educational  Foundation. 


DR.  BENJAMIN  LECTURES  IN  EUROPE 

Often  termed  the  “patron  saint  of  transsexuals,’’ 
and  pioneer  researcher  and  author  of  The  Trans- 
sexual Phenomenon  (Julian  Press),  Dr.  Harry  Ben- 
jamin gave  two  lectures  on  the  subject  of  trans- 
sexualism during  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember, 1970. 

The  first  one  took  place  at  the  Free  University 
of  West  Berlin  by  invitation  of  Dr.  Jurgen  Ham- 
merstein,  professor  of  gynecology  and  endocrinology. 
Members  of  the  judicial  as  well  as  the  medical 
profession  attended  the  lecture  which  was  followed 
by  an  instructive  discussion. 

The  second  lecture  was  held  by  invitation  of  Dr. 
Hans  Burchard,  professor  of  psychiatry  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Hamburg.  It  was  principally  attended  by 
students  who  showed  their  intense  interest  in  the 
problems  of  the  transsexual  patient  by  an  extended 
question  and  answer  period. 

Reprints  of  Dr.  Benjamin’s  paper  “Should  Sur- 
gery Be  Performed  on  Transsexuals?’’  presented  at 
the  230th  Scientific  Meeting  of  the  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Psychotherapy,  March,  1970, 
from  American  Journal  of  Psychotherapy,  January 
1971,  are  available  to  professionals  by  writing  Harry 
Benjamin,  M.D.,  44  East  67th  Street,  New  York 
10021. 

“GRAND  ROUNDS”  IN  GAINESVILLE 

An  educational  program  on  transsexualism  was 
presented  in  February  in  the  University  of  Florida 
Medical  School  auditorium  before  a large  audience 
of  faculty  and  medical  students.  Dr.  Stanley  R. 
Dean,  who  had  arranged  the  program  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Department  of  Psychiatry,  chaired 
and  presented  a comprehensive  overview  of  the 
subject. 

Dr.  Marie  Mehl  interviewed  two  preoperative 
transsexuals  who  were  selected  because  of  their 
widely  varying  backgrounds. 

Dr.  Howard  Fleming,  a Medical  School  faculty 
psychiatrist  with  a surgical  background,  presented 
slides  illustrating  the  surgical  procedures  for  the 
male  reassignment  operation,  loaned  by  Dr.  Howard 
W.  Jones  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Gender  Identity 
Clinic.  Zelda  R.  Suplee  discussed  the  goals  and 
activities  of  the  Erickson  Educational  Foundation 
in  introducing  the  film,  “I  Am  Not  This  Body." 

2ND  INTERNATIONAL  SYMPOSIUM 

Final  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
Second  International  Symposium  on  Gender  Identity 
scheduled  to  take  place  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
September  12-14,  1971.  Professionals  wishing  to 
attend  this  meeting  may  write  for  further  informa- 
tion to  the  Baton  Rouge  office  of  the  Erickson  Edu- 
cational Foundation. 


NEW  GRANTS  IN  ACTION 

. . . A one-year  research  grant  to  Irvin  D.  Yalom, 
M.D.,  and  Norman  Fisk,  M.D.,  of  Stanford  Medical 
Center  to  investigate  the  effects  of  an  abnormal 
prenatal  hormonal  environment  on  the  subsequent 
sexual  behavior  and  sexual  identification  of  young 
males.  Dr.  Yalom  and  Fisk  will  study  the  male 
offspring  of  the  diabetic  patients  of  Dr.  Priscilla 
White  of  the  Joslin  Clinic,  Boston.  These  women 
had  been  given  large  doses  of  estrogen  during 
pregnancy  and  the  effect  of  this  treatment  on  the 
gender  identity  role  of  the  now  grown  boys  will 
be  studied. 

. . . A three-month  grant  to  Anthony  E.  G.  Wright, 
LL.D.,  to  assist  and  collaborate  with  Dr.  Wainwright 
Churchill  III  in  the  completion  of  his  new  book  on 
the  sexual  development  of  young  people.  Dr. 
Churchill,  who  is  author  of  the  outstanding  work, 
Homosexual  Behavior  Among  Males:  A Cross- 
Cultural  and  Cross-Species  Investigation,  is  espe- 
cially interested  in  clarifying  the  extent  and  influ- 
ence of  homosexual  behavior  in  adolescence  and  has 
a highly  original  and  significant  theoretical  approach 
to  the  subject. 

SOUTH  FLORIDA  MENTAL  HEALTH  PROJECT 

Dr.  Marie  Mehl  of  Miami  has  received  an  EEF 
grant  for  a six-month  pilot  research  study  to  design 
and  conduct  a mental  health  education  project.  The 
thrust  is  toward  increasing  the  community  limits  of 
tolerance  for  such  forms  of  sexual  differences  as 
transsexualism  and  homosexuality.  Workshops  are 
scheduled  with  representatives  of  all  the  helping 
professions. 

One  of  Dr.  Mehl’s  assumptions  of  the  study  is 
that  increasing  the  limits  of  tolerance  for  one  type 
of  difference  concomitantly  increases  the  limits  for 
all  differences,  i.e.,  religion,  race,  etc.,  as  well  as 
other  sexual  differences.  Dr.  Mehl  is  Coordinator 
of  Professional  Services  for  the  Center  for  Dialogue 
in  Miami,  a non-sectarian  organization  headed  by 
Reverend  Don  E.  Olson  and  partially  financed  by 
the  Lutheran  Church.  The  Center  provides  an 
atmosphere  of  trust  for  persons  with  varied  prob- 
lems to  endeavor  to  work  out  solutions. 

MORE  FLORIDA  PLATFORM  NOTES 

. . . The  task  of  having  the  condition  of  trans- 
sexualism properly  understood  requires  a step-by- 
step  process  in  countless  areas.  As  moderator  of  a 
recent  “Changing  Attitudes  Seminar”  presented  by 
the  Florida  Federation  of  Business  and  Professional 
Women’s  Clubs,  Dr.  Marie  Mehl  introduced  the 
subject  of  transsexualism  in  identifying  herself  as 
director  of  the  Miami  project. 

...  At  the  February  Southern  Conference  on  Cor- 
rections sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Criminol- 
ogy, Florida  State  University,  Tallahassee,  Dr.  Mehl 
was  a leader  of  the  workshop,  “Research  in  Sex 
Deviance,”  presenting  the  subject  of  transsexualism 
and  the  law  in  greater  depth. 


WELCOME,  DR.  EVELYN  HOOKER 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Evelyn  Hooker, 
Ph.D.,  formerly  Research  Professor,  U.C.L.A.,  has 
accepted  our  invitation  to  serve  on  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Erickson  Educational  Foundation.  Dr. 
Hooker  was  chairman  of  the  Task  Force  on  Homo- 
sexuality for  the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health, 
whose  Final  Report,  known  as  The  Hooker  Report, 
was  completed  in  October,  1969. 

In  1954  Dr.  Hooker  initiated  fulltime  researches 
into  male  homosexuality  and  her  two  landmark 
papers  in  The  Journal  of  Projective  Techniques  in 
1957  and  1958  were  early  challenging  milestones 
along  the  road  to  her  present  status  as  a leading 
international  authority  on  the  subject. 

Now  retired  from  the  University,  Dr.  Hooker  is 
actively  engaged  in  the  private  practice  of  psycho- 
therapy, with  many  of  her  patients  involved  with 
problems  of  gender  identity. 

THE  HOOKER  REPORT 

Fifteen  distinguished  professionals,  including 
psychologists,  psychiatrists,  a judge,  a law  profes- 
sor, theologians  and  others,  were  appointed  in 
1967  “to  review  carefully  the  current  state  of 
knowledge  regarding  homosexuality  in  its  mental 
health  aspects  and  to  make  recommendations  for 
Institute  programming  in  the  area." 

Two  years  later  the  Final  Report  of  this  Govern- 
ment Task  Force  recommended  the  coordination 
of  NIMH  activities  in  the  broad  area  of  sexual 
behavior  through  the  establishment  of  a Center 
for  the  Study  of  Sexual  Behavior.  The  activities  pro- 
posed for  the  Center  fall  into  two  major  areas,  the 
first  including  the  traditional  activities  of  research, 
training  and  education,  prevention  and  treatment, 
while  the  second  concerns  questions  of  social  policy 
with  respect  to  sexual  behavior. 

Since  then,  no  plans  have  been  announced  for 
implementing  the  recommendations  of  the  Report. 

HOOKER  REPORT  AVAILABLE 

Obtain  your  copy  printed  in  No.  22  ONE  Institute 
Quarterly:  2256  Venice  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
90006.  1-19  copies— $1.00  each;  10-100—750; 

over  100 — 500. 

The  “Final  Report  of  the  Task  Force  on  Homo- 
sexuality’’ has  also  been  printed  by  SIECUS  (Sex 
Information  and  Education  Council  of  the  United 
States),  1855  Broadway,  New  York,  N.Y.  10060. 

INFORMATION  PAMPHLETS 

The  first  issue  of  “Legal  Aspects  of  Transsex- 
ualism’’ has  been  completely  distributed.  A revised 
edition  is  in  the  process  of  production. 

Another  pamphlet  with  helpful  information  for  the 
family  members  of  transsexuals  is  in  preparation. 


IN  FINE  PRINT 

. . . Homosexuality  in  men  and  women  could  be 
due  to  glandular  imbalance  of  testosterone  and 
estrogen,  reported  a team  of  British  Medical  Re- 
search Council  members  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  after  clinically  testing  a group  during  a 
period  of  19-26  days.  The  researchers  noted  that 
until  now  it  had  been  generally  accepted  that  homo- 
sexuality arose  from  purely  psychological  causes 
and  unrelated  to  glandular  disturbances. 

...  A Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  judge  has 
issued  a court  order  to  compel  the  government  to 
give  a free  sex  change  operation  to  a male  trans- 
vestite who  wants  to  be  a woman.  Facing  the  court 
on  charges  of  immorality  and  soliciting,  the  accused 
was  given  a three-year  suspended  sentence  and  told 
that  he  may  refuse  the  operation. 

. . . An  appeals  court  in  Rome  recently  ruled  that 
the  birth  record  of  a former  lieutenant  in  the  Italian 
army  should  be  changed  to  designate  sex  as  female. 
It  has  taken  twelve  years  to  achieve  legal  recogni- 
tion for  the  young  lady  who  is  now  working  as  a 
private  tutor. 

RECOMMENDED  READING 

TRANSSEXUALISM  AND  SEX  REASSIGNMENT, 

edited  by  Richard  Green  and  John  Money.  (Johns 
Hopkins  Press,  Baltimore,  Md.  21205.  $15.00) 

See  review,  “Misguided  Sexuality — Researchers 
Jackpot?’’  by  John  L.  Hampson,  M.D.  Contemporary 
Psychology,  July  1970) 

SEX  ERRORS  OF  THE  BODY  by  John  Money. 
(Johns  Hopkins  Press,  Baltimore,  Md.  21205. 
$4.95) 

“Should  Surgery  Be  Performed  on  Transsexuals?” 
Harry  Benjamin,  M.D.,  American  Journal  of  Psy- 
chotherapy, January  1971,  Vol.  XXV,  No.  1. 

“The  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Transsexualism” 
Harry  Benjamin,  M.D.,  and  Charles  Ihlenfeld,  M.D. 
Medical  Opinion  and  Review,  November  1970. 

“Transsexualism — A Disorder  of  Sexual  Identity” 
Lawrence  E.  Newman,  M.D.  “A  Summary  of  the 
Facts  in  a Very  Confused  Situation  Which  Has 
Received  Much  Public  Attention.”  Medical  Insight, 
November  1970.  150  East  58th  Street,  New  York 
10022. 

“Social  and  Economic  Aspects  of  Transsexualism” 
J.  Hoenig,  J.  Kenn  and  Ann  Youd.  The  British 
Journal  of  Psychiatry,  The  Journal  of  Mental  Sci- 
ence, published  by  authority  of  the  Royal  Medico- 
Psychological  Association.  August,  1970.  Also, 
“A  Follow-Up  Study  of  Social  and  Economic  Aspects 
of  Transsexualism.”  (University  of  Newfoundland, 
St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  Canada) 

“Sex  Reassignment " by  John  Money  assisted  by 
Ronald  J.  Gaskin.  International  Journal  of  Psychia- 
try (Jason  Aronson,  ed.)  9:249-282.  New  York, 
Science  House.  1970-1971. 


ON  THE  LIGHTER  SIDE 


Announcing  . . . 

Wendy  Gale  Kohler,  director  of  the  National 
Transsexual  Counseling  Unit,  San  Francisco,  has 
mailed  out  the  following  announcement: 

A TRULY  BLESSED  EVENT— Jan.  13,  1971. 

South  of  the  border 
Down  Mexico  way, 

In  a place  called  Tijuana 
I’ll  have  a short  stay; 

And  a Doc  named  Barbosa 
Who  quick  as  a wink 
Is  changing  my  booties 
From  Blue  into  Pink. 


As  assistant  to  Elliott  Blackstone,  Community 
Relations  Officer  of  the  Police  Department,  and 
Research  Coordinator,  Wendy  has  done  a yeoman 
job  under  an  EEF  grant  in  counseling  individuals 
and  educating  the  public  on  transsexualism  through 
street  and  studio  radio  programs,  TV  interviews, 
and  arranging  meetings  with  civic,  administrative, 
social  and  other  agency  personnel,  in  an  effort  to 
improve  the  personal,  social  and  economic  condi- 
tion of  this  group  of  troubled  people. 

Announcing  Further  . . . 

When  Dr.  Leo  Wollman  started  to  examine  his 
patient  Deborah  Hartin  after  her  return  from  her 
sex  reassignment  operation  abroad,  he  was  startled 
to  see  a large  notice  taped  to  her  lower  abdomen 
reading:  “Made  in  Casablanca.” 
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